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To make this performance a pleasant experience for the artists and other members
of the audience, PLEASE switch off your alarm watches, MOBILE PHONES and
PAGERS. Eating and drinking, unauthorised photography and audio or video

recordmg are forbidden in the auditorium. Thank you for your co-operation.
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Original Music
Louis Dufort

Lighting, Set Design and Props
Marie Chouinard

Costumes

Liz Vandal

Make-up Artist
Jacques-Lee Pelletier

Lighting Design Assistants
Alexis Bowles and Francois Marceau

Set Design Assistant
Eric Belley

Sound Advisor
Edward Freedman

Props Maker
Mariléne Bastien

Production Manager
Guylaine Savoie
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Rehearsal Director and Artistic Director on Tour
Pamela Newell

Tour Director
Lyne Coté

Technical Director and Lighting Manager
Francois Marceau

Stage Manager
Mariléne Bastien

Sound Engineer
Pierre-Olivier Perron

World Premiere

Rome, Italy on 6 February 2008

The Compagnie Marie Chouinard wishes to thank the
Conseil des arts et des lettres du Québec, the Canada
Council for the Arts, the Conseil des Arts de Montréal,
the Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade
(Canada), the New England Foundation for the Arts, as well
as the Imperial Tobacco Foundation.

A production of the Compagnie Marie Chouinard,
in co-production with the Canada Dance Festival
(Ottawa), Carolina Performing Arts (Chapel Hill), Festival
TransAmériques (Montreal), Fondazione Musica per Roma
(Romay), the Gulbenkian Foundation (Lisbon), Movimentos
Festwochender Autostadt (Wolfsburg), the National Arts
Centre (Ottawa), Place des Arts (Montreal), Théatre de la
Ville (Paris), with the support of ImPulsTanz (Vienna).
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Meet-the-Artists

14.3.2008 (Friday)

If you would like to meet members of Compagnie Marie
Chouinard please stay behind in the auditorium after the
performance.
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by Patrick Dubost, poet

Orpheus is the original poet. The Greek myth explores such notions as creation, loss,
conscience and eternity.

A dance performance

that asks questions about the birth of language

the powers of language

language and the scream and their links to the body

the links between language and death and how the body arises in part from its tongue
with moments of blinding illumination on the present/past

(different times that clash, but always justly so, as a matter of course)
concrete images, as if lived in the present,

from a kind of primitive imagination,

a plunge into our human origins,

into the forces beneath language,

with tension, emotion

and very real violence, broken by flashes of humour.
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In 1978 Montreal artist Marie
Chovinard presented her first work
Crystallisation, which immediately
established her as an exceptional
artist driven by an infectious search
for the genuine. Chouinard has lived
in New York, Berlin, Bali and Nepal
and her travels, her curiosity, her
eclectic studies and her understanding
of various techniques, have led her
to explore the body in many different
ways. She has created more than 50
solo and group works all of which
reflect her view of dance as a sacred art, her respect
for the body as a vehicle of that art, her virtuoso
approach to performance and the invention of a
different universe for each new piece.

In Chouinard’s alphabet, elements respond to one
another as in a classical structure, whilst integrating
different cultural understandings of the body as
infinitely infelligent. Her raw material is the dancer’s
flesh, bones and muscles; the instinct and vital impulse
of the human body whose intimate connections she
exposes. As a carrier of meaning, each gesture
becomes the ‘phoneme’ of a thought imbedded in
the body, while form reflects the dancer’s soul as it
resides in organs, cells and energetic circuits.

In 1990, after 12 years as a solo performer and
choreographer, Chouinard founded her own dance
company Compagnie Marie Chouinard. In the dozen
works she has created since then, she has explored
the poetry of the body in immediate, intelligible and



devices — crutches, ropes,
prostheses, horizontal bars and
harnesses —
body shapes and gestural

dynamics. These forms echoed

to create unusual

the human condition in terms of
toil, pleasure and invention. The
same year, and to mark dancer
Carol Prieur’s 10th anniversary
with the company, Chouinard
created the solo Movements.

In 2007 Marie Chouinard was
appointed Officer of the Order
of Canada, the country’s highest
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awards for her outstanding contribution to dance and
to the wider world of the arts. These include the Grand
Prix du Conseil des arts de Montréal in 2006, the
National Arts Centre Award as part of the Governor
General's Performing Arts Awards in Ottawa in 2003;
the Choreography Prize from the Société des Auteurs
et Compositeurs Dramatiques (SACD) in Paris; and
the Performance Prize (for Carol Prieur and Benoit
Lachambre) at the Moving Pictures Festival of Dance
on Film and Video in Toronto. Chouinard won a
Bessie Award in 2000; the Paper Boat Award in
Glasgow for The Rite of Spring in 1994; the Jean A
Chalmers Award in 1987; and the Prix Jacqueline-
Lemieux in 1986.

As well as conducting workshops, Chouinard
regularly participates in conferences and round-table
discussions. The company receives invitations from the
world's most prestigious theatres and festivals, some of
which have become faithful partners. These include the
National Arts Centre (Canada), the Canada Dance
Festival in Ottawa, the Théatre de la Ville in Paris,
the ImPulsTanz-Vienna International Dance Festival
and the Julidans Festival in Amsterdam.

17



Dancers’ Biographies 0 0 O O

goodgu
Kimberley de Jong

ooooooooooobooooooboooooobOooooboooobooo
coboooooboooobooooooooboobooboooobUoooOoboooog
gooooo20060 00000000000

Kimberley de Jong completed her dance training at Arts Umbrella in Vancouver,
and Le Jeune Ballet du Québec in Montreal. She has danced in Cirque du Soleil’s
production Mystére in Las Vegas, with the Galili Dance Company in the Netherlands and joined
Compagnie Marie Chouinard in 2006.
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Mark Eden-Towle trained in theatre and dance in England before joining Transitions Dance Company in
1995. After his collaboration with La Place Royale in Ottawa, he worked with Daniéle Desnoyers, Ireni
Stamou and Tedd Robinson. He has performed for Compagnie De Brune in Still Life no. 1 and Encyclopedia
Document 1, 2 & 3 and became a member of Compagnie Marie Chouinard in 2002.
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Japanese-born Masaharu Imazu has studied mime, contemporary dance and improvisation. He has
worked with companies such as Neo, M-laboratory, Condors and Leni-basso. His dance credits include
CJ8 by Louise Bédard; Human Gate by Toru Shimazaki; no mad ic project by Jo Kanamori; Expect by
Kuniko Kisanuki for the New National Theatre Tokyo; and Cobalt Rouge by Tedd Robinson and Louise
Lecavalier. Imazu joined Compagnie Marie Chouinard in 2008.
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Carla Maruca began studying dance in British Columbia, at the Royal Winnipeg
Ballet School, and continued her studies at the Banff Centre for Fine Arts. From 1995
to 1998 she performed in Cirque du Soleil's production Mystére in Las Vegas and joined Compagnie
Marie Chouinard in 1999.
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Lucie Mongrain studied dance at Toronto’s Ryerson Polytechnical Institute, under
Nadia Potts (ballet) and Karen Duplessis (modern dance). She has danced for Dogs in Space (Mitch
Kirsh) and worked on two films with Canadian film-maker Isabella Pruska. She participated in the
Toronto Fringe Festival in 1996 and 1997 and joined Compagnie Marie Chouinard in 1998. Marie
Chovuinard created the solo work Etude no. 1 especially for her.
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Carol Prieur
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Carol Prieur started her dance career with the Winnipeg Contemporary Dancers and has since worked
with various Canadian choreographers. She has studied in New York and Europe and in India was initiated
into Kalarypayattu, an Indian martial art. Prieur became a member of Compagnie Marie Chouinard in
1995, where three solo works were created for her: Humanitas; Etude Poignante; and Movements, to
mark her 10th anniversary with the company. In 2003 Prieur received the Best Performance Award at the
Moving Pictures Festival of Dance on Film and Video, for her performance in Cantique no. 1.
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Manuel Roque trained in cerial acrobatics at the National Circus School in
Montreal before joining Cirque Eloize in 1999. He went on to study dance, and worked with Bouge de
la, Dominique Porte, Paul André Fortier, Sylvain Emard and Peter James (Psychotick Happening Projects).
He joined Compagnie Marie Chouinard in 2006.
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Dorotea Saykaly trained at the Conservatoire de Danse de Montréal with Daniel
Seillier and Lucinda Hughuey. She completed her dance studies in Vancouver at Arts Umbrella, training
with Arty Gordon, Grant Strate and Wen Wei Wang. Saykaly has worked in Montreal with Les Ballets
Métropolitains, Ballet Ouest and Les Sortiléges, and joined Compagnie Marie Chouinard in 2006.
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James Viveiros studied dance, music and theatre at the Grant MacEwan College,
where he received the Evelyn Davis Scholarship for outstanding performance in dance. He has worked
with the Brian Webb Dance Company, the Edmonton Opera and The Citadel Theatre, among others.
In Montreal he performed for Suzanne Miller and Allan Paivio Productions before joining Compagnie
Marie Chouinard in 2000.
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Korean-born Won Myeong Won studied dance at the Korea National University of
Arts in Seoul. His talent was promptly noticed in Europe where he worked with the
Paris-based choreographer Carolyn Carlson and Ultima Vez. He joined Compagnie Marie Chouinard
in 2007.
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Louis Dufort was born in Montreal in 1970. He trained as a classical guitarist, before becoming interested
in electro-acoustic composition. He completed his Master’s degree at the Conservatoire de Musique de
Montréal. His musical compositions have resulted in several international awards. Since 1996 he has
been a regular contributor to Compagnie Marie Chouinard and is a member of the artistic committee of
the Quebec Association for Electro-acoustic Composition and Research.
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Jacques-Lee Pelletier is an avant-garde make-up artist, fashion designer, philosopher and poet. In
addition fo teaching at the National Theatre School of Canada, Pelletier works with top directors and
specialists in theatre, dance, photography, video, advertising, hairdressing and television. He has been
one of Marie Chouinard’s collaborators since 1987.
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Liz Vandal began her career as a fashion designer and quickly established a solid reputation. She is a
costume designer, make-up artist and hairstylist and works in film, theatre and dance. She has designed
costumes for La La La Human Steps, Les Grands Ballets Canadiens de Montréal and for seven works in
the Compagnie Marie Chouinard repertoire.
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Pamela Newell Rehearsal Director and Artistic Director on Tour
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Pamela Newell danced for Compagnie Marie Chouinard for six years between 1992 and 1998, and
rejoined the company as Rehearsal Director and Artistic Director on Tour in 2007. Newell has completed
a Master's degree in dance at the Université du Québec & Montréal (UQAM) and has been on the dance
faculty of Concordia University since 1998. She has also taught at UQAM, Harvard University and the
Boston Ballet Summer Dance Program and is a regular contributor to The Dance Current magazine.
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0 00 Board of Directors
00 President
00 Treasurer

00000 Members

0 O Representation

Artistic Director and Choreographer
Marie Chouinard

Executive Direction Co-ordinator
Tessa Goulet

Director of Development
Paul Tanguay
Production Director
Guylaine Savoie

Administrative Co-ordinator
Monika Gruszka

Communications Co-ordinator
Audraine Houél

Rehearsal Director and Artistic Director on Tour
Pamela Newell

Additional Rehearsal Director
Martha Carter

Kimberley de Jong, Mark Eden-Towle
Masaharu Imazu, Carla Maruca
Lucie Mongrain, Carol Prieur
Manuel Roque, Dorotea Saykaly
James Viveiros, Won Myeong Won
Kirsten Andersen (maternity leave)

Marcel Coté
Stéphane Leclerc

Francine Allaire, Patrick Beauduin, Marie Chouinard,
Pierre Després, Josette Murdock, Francois Taschereau,

Anik Trudel

Julie George (Europe), Cathy Pruzan, Art Becofsky Associates (US), Pilar de Yzaguirre,
YSARCA SL (Spain), Paul Tanguay (North America — except US, South America, Europe)
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